
 

 
 

This is an exciting time for social research in WA. Numerous innovative projects are underway, discovering 

how children, individuals, families and communities grow and learn, their connections to each other and 

the wider world, the barriers they face, and the conditions that help them thrive. This conference draws on 

robust research findings to develop solutions to some of our most pressing social issues – homelessness, 

poverty, early childhood development, family violence and justice. 

We will be using a Human Centred Design process throughout the conference, drawing on robust research 

and people’s lived experiences as a launch pad for creative solutions. Following a disciplined design 

process from discovery research through to creative ideation, and on to prototype testing, Human Centred 

Design has provided a replicable method for translating research findings into social policy and practice.  

Tuesday, 29 October 2019, Uniclub, UWA 

9:00- 10:45 Plenary Session 

Introduction 

Welcome to Country 

Introduction to Human Centred Design, Jethro Sercombe & Katie Stubley 

Keynote, Dr Michael Wright, Associate Professor, School of Occupational Therapy, Social Work and Speech 

Pathology, Curtin University  

10:45 – 11:15 Morning Tea 

11:15 – 11:55  Research In-depth (Session 1) 

Banquet Hall Seminar Room 1 Seminar Room 2 

100 Families WA, Agency partner, 

UWA, Community Advisory Group 

Grandparent Carers, David Coall, 

ECU;  Katrina Stratton, Wanslea 

and Curtin University 

Navigating through Life, Melissa 

O’Donnell, Telethon Kids Institute; 

Donna Chung, Curtin University 

12:05 – 12:45 Research in-depth (Session 2) 

Banquet Hall Seminar Room 1 Seminar Room 2 

Kids First Midland, Sarah Murthy, 

TKI & we the people; Kim Clark, 

TKI & ECU 

 

WA Child Development Atlas: 

Geo-spatially mapping data on 

child health, education, 

development and well-being, 

Fuller, E, Bell, M, Sims, S, Glauert R, 

Ansell D., Telethon Kids Institute 

 

Early Years Initiative, Rae 

Markham and David Ansell, 

CoLab 

The Health After Release From 

Prison (HARP) Study, Craig 

Cumming, School of Population 

and Global Health, UWA 

 

Target 120, Department of 

Communities (to be confirmed) 

 

Operating Impactfully, Evaluating 

Strategically and Researching 

Robustly: A analysis of evaluation 

partnerships through the lens of 

an innovative health and justice 

intervention, Ellie Tighe & Elena 

Petrici Ruah Community Services; 

Lisa Wood, UWA 

 

Using Photovoice to engage 

refugee communities, Farida 

Fozdar, UWA 

12:45-1:00 Musical Performance 

1:00 – 1:45 Lunch 

  



 

1:45 – 2:30 Research in-depth (Session 3) 

Banquet Hall Seminar Room 1 Seminar Room 2 

Homelessness research, UWA 

Centre for Social Impact 

 

A Complexity Science Approach 

to Homelessness Evaluation, Paul 

Flatau – Western Australian 

Alliance to End Homelessness 

and UWA; Ali Mollinger-Sahba, 

UWA Centre for Social Impact 

 

Home Hub, Ian Shields 

 

Reducing the Rate of Stillbirth in 

Migrant Women, Maryam 

Mozooni, UWA; David Preen, UWA; 

Craig Pennell, University of 

Newcastle 

 

Mothers and infants involved in 

child protection processes, Melissa 

O’Donnell, TKI & UWA; Samantha 

Burrow, TKI; Rhonda Marriott, 

Murdoch; Stephanie Taplin, 

Australian Catholic University 

Working together for an effective 

and connected approach to 

justice, Sophie Stewart, Social 

Reinvestment WA 

 

[TBD] 

 

2:40 – 3:30 Research Briefs (Session 4) 

Banquet Hall Seminar Room 1 Seminar Room 2 

Improving the mental health of 

LGBTIQA+ young people, 

Penelope Strauss 

 

Collaborating to address food 

insecurity in WA, Christina Pollard, 

East Metropolitan Health Service; 

Leela James, WACOSS 

Using linked population data to 

investigate the hospitalisations of 

children exposed to family and 

domestic violence, Carol Orr, 

Colleen Fisher, Rebecca Glauert, 

David Preen, Jocelyn Jones, 

Melissa O’Donnell,                                                                                                                                                      

UWA, Telethon Kids Institute    

 

[TBD] 

 

The Experience of Muslim Parents 

in West Australia, Nada Eltaiba, 

UWA, M. Taqi Tirmazi   Doha 

Institute for Graduate Research 

 

Ears2Learn: collective impact 

improving learning and 

development outcomes for 

children under 5, Jane Miller, 

Connecting Community for Kids; 

Lara Shur, Earbus Foundation of 

WA 

3:30 -3:45 Afternoon tea 

3:45-4:00 Emerging Themes  

4:00-5:00 Panel Discussion: Insights to Action – translating social research 

Banquet Hall 

MC: Jessica Strutt, journalist 

Panel members: 

 Professor Donna Cross, Professor, Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences, UWA and Director, 

Early Childhood Development and Learning Collaboration (CoLab), Telethon Kids Institute 

 Professor Donna Chung, Professor of Social Work and Social Policy, Curtin University 

 Alex Hughes, Project Manager, 100 Families WA 

 Glenda Kickett, Manager, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnership and Engagement; and 

Aboriginal Children and Families Therapeutic Services at the Australian Childhood Foundation 

 Expert by Experience, TBD 

 

5:00-6:00 

 

Sundowner 

 

30 October 2019, Designing Community Solutions, Uniclub, UWA 

9:00 – 10:30 Re-cap from Day 1, Exploring Themes & Defining Priorities 

10:30-11:00 Morning tea, Performance by Generation Joy 

11:00-1:00 Morning session  

1:00-2:00 Lunch 

2:00-3:30 Afternoon session 

3:30-4:00 Wrap up, next steps 

 


